A Reflection on Reconciliation Ministry Offering 
This week’s Gospel lesson Luke 16:19-31 is the parable of Lazarus the poor man who sits at the gate of the rich man and who is literally dying for the rich man’s leftovers.  The lesson provides a profound backdrop for Reconciliation emphasis Sunday.  Our neighbors, mostly men, women and children who are African American, Hispanic/Latino and Asian are literally dying for the leftovers from the tables that have historically and traditionally provided preference and privilege to whiteness in our church and our society.  
When the two men die, Lazarus is carried by angels to rest in the bosom of Abraham while the rich man is “tormented” in Hades’ flames.  The striking message of the parable is Abraham’s reference to the great “chasm” between Lazarus’ position and the rich man’s position in the afterlife.  Abraham says the chasm is too great and cannot be crossed in the afterlife.  Why did the rich man what until it was too late to help Lazarus?  The message and ministry of Jesus Christ offers us the opportunity to actualize the realm of God now – this day.  “This is from God, who reconciled God’s self through Jesus Christ and has given us the ministry of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:18)  The chasm between ‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’; between quality education and broken school systems, between healthy families and families of perpetual brokenness is bridged by us – this day.  There is an anthem sung in the African American tradition entitled “Don’t Wait Until the Battle is Over, Shout Now!”  Will you “shout now” to provide for equitable quality education for all of God’s children?  Will you “shout now” to ensure family unity for immigrants from our Southern border who await a fair and achievable path to legal residency?” Will you “shout now” to break the cycle of poverty and hopelessness that disproportionately increases the recidivism rate in our prison system for young black and Hispanic men?  
The Reconciliation Ministry offering is used to fund experiential education, inclusive worship and intentional advocacy opportunities in the life of our church.  We dip our fingers in the waters of abundance and grace so that those who are hurting and hungry for dignity and inclusion can experience God’s shalom this day and even into eternity.    By Rev. April Johnson
