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“Out Of a Mountain Of Despair - A Stone of Hope.” 
 It is January 16, 2012 the National Holiday commemorating the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  I wake and reflect on my visit recently to the newly unveiled memorial in Washington, DC where these words are engraved in beautiful pink granite stone.  The full body likeness of Dr. King is hewn ‘out of’ that same piece of stone.  The artist’s workmanship is outstanding.  On this first visit, I am aware that I am taken simply with the physical beauty of the memorial.  It is amazing – intended to be complimented by the pink hue from the Spring Cherry Blossom trees that surround the memorial site.  I love the Cherry Blossoms whose beauty and fragrance invade Washington DC’s landscape every Spring.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today, however, unable to be present at the memorial’s physical site in DC, I am compelled to engage in my ritual reading of Dr. King’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail (www.reconciliationministry.org) and admire pictures of the memorial.   We preachers poach much of our justice material from this brilliant treatise, written as we know from captivity – the confines of a jail cell in Birmingham, Alabama as a result of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference’s (SCLC’s) organized resistance to racial segregation.  I wonder, as people of faith, what holds us captive to the point of confinement for sake of justice? 
 Across our nation for the last three months, citizens, members of our church and the church universal have gathered as ‘occupiers’ to protest their understanding of corporate greed in the Occupy Wall Street movement.  Many of my colleagues have endured arrest for the sake of economic justice.  I applaud their efforts, fully aware that you may not agree with their protests.  Some of us do not understand the movement or its desired end.   I encourage you to seek understanding of this demonstrable justice effort.   One of our church’s participants in the Northwest Region reports of the ‘occupiers’ peaceable agreement with law enforcement to vacate the park they occupied in protest of Wall Street.  Silently during the next week, those who were cyclist one by one joined a silent effort to circle the city on their bikes in continued peaceful protest.  Is it possible that their captivity is by the mind of Christ.
“Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”  
(Matthew 10: 39.  NRSV).  On this day that we commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., let us be mindful that the cause of justice is the Christian cause.  The mountain of despair experienced by the many who are homeless, poor and victims of discrimination and exclusion for the comfort of the few, emerges a stone of hope hewn by those who know the comfort and reward of the life lived for the body of Christ.  
Yours in Christ’s service,
April Johnson
Minister of Reconciliation
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
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