RM Director Keynotes NAPAD Youth and Young Adult Retreat
[image: ]		December 29th, 2011. Cambria, CA
NAPAD Youth and Young Adults gathered for their second annual retreat this December at Camp Ocean Pines in Cambria, California.  The theme for this year’s retreat was ‘Becoming a Reconciler”.  Over 55 Youth and their pastors from all over the state of California and nearby worked, played, hiked and worshipped together for three days in the serene atmosphere of mid-coast California surrounded by hills, trees and the beautiful Pacific Ocean.  Reverend April Johnson, Executive Director of Reconciliation Ministry served as the keynote speaker for two days of the event.  Her messages focused on “Defining Moments” and the parable of the Good Samaritan.  She challenged the participants in their small groups to examine the characters in the parable and to find moments when they ‘crossed on the other side’ as well as moments when they knew what it meant to truly be neighbor.  Later the groups reported back opportunities and ideas for being reconcilers in their communities and their churches.  One group planned a neighborhood culture festival with music and food to promote getting to know their neighbors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mornings and evenings were rich with authentic worship.  Afternoons included hiking to the beach, basketball and relaxation on the porch watching elephant seals on the ocean rocks.  The energy was consistently positive and high.  What a wonder-full way to close 2011 surrounded by friends - old and new, nature and the spirit of the living God!
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